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The prohibition against the unauthorized practice of law is subject to exceptions for the preparation and use of simple, 
elementary, legal papers or documents, in a ministerial capacity or as a scrivener, or for the completion of certain 
standard public or governmental forms. 


Merely signing and filing documents does not require legal knowledge or skill and thus does not constitute the unauthorized 
practice of law.' The mere utilization of documents prepared by lawyers, and reliance on the opinions of lawyers, does not, ipso 
facto, indicate that the actor is practicing law.” The drafting or preparation of simple or elementary legal papers or documents 
may not constitute the practice of law, when the activity consists of mere ministerial actions in completing forms,” acting as 
no more than a mere scrivener,” as in the completion of a legal form which has been prepared by an attorney, when all that is 
done is filling in the blanks with missing information.” The completion of standard legal forms that are available to the public 
does not necessarily constitute the practice of law? although there is authority to the contrary.’ Filling out standard government 


forms for others is not necessarily the practice of law.® 
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Under Missouri law, charging a separate fee for the completion of legal forms by non-lawyers constitutes the unauthorized 
practice of law business. Mo. Ann. Stat. §§ 484.010, 484.020. McKeage v. TMBC, LLC, 847 F.3d 992 (8th Cir. 2017). 


Licensed community association managers who prepare certificates of assessments are engaged in ministerial acts, and, thus, 
are not engaged in the unlicensed practice of law. The Florida Bar re Community Ass'n Managers, 164 So. 3d 650 (Fla. 2015). 
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